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Awareness of vaccine safety surveillance systems high,
but still room for improvement

WA providers should be aware of and are encouraged to use WA’s vaccine safety
surveillance system, known as the Western Australian Vaccine Safety Surveillance (WAVSS)
system (SAFEVAC Reporting). While the exact figures for awareness of WAVSS in WA has
yet to be assessed, a new Public Health Research and Practice research article has shown
that most healthcare providers are aware that Australia has mechanisms in place to monitor
the safety of vaccines after they are approved for use, (CSIRO PUBLISHING | Public Health
Research and Practice).

Researchers from the National Centre for Immunisation Research and Surveillance (NCIRS)
has surveyed more than 500 healthcare providers in late 2021 to gauge their awareness of
and practices relating to vaccine safety surveillance in Australia.

The findings show awareness of the Therapeutic Goods Administration’s passive vaccine
safety surveillance system was high, at 96%. Among those who were aware of the national
passive system, 98% said they trusted it; 87% knew the TGA publishes vaccine safety
information; and 68% had used passive vaccine safety data during a consultation with a
vaccine-hesitant patient.

In comparison, awareness of AusVaxSafety’s active vaccine safety surveillance system was
lower, at 61%. Among respondents who were aware of the active system, 98% said they
trusted it; 52% had viewed vaccine safety data on the AusVaxSafety website; and 50% had
used AusVaxSafety data during a consultation with a vaccine-hesitant patient.

Notably, among healthcare providers who were aware of either the passive or active
systems, 98% said the existence of vaccine safety surveillance systems increased their
confidence in vaccine safety.
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https://www.safevac.org.au/Home/Info/WA
https://www.publish.csiro.au/pu/Fulltext/PU24016
https://www.publish.csiro.au/pu/Fulltext/PU24016
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncirs.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-gjitkid-exhtkrjr-w%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc5c66ae358ad49d9d3b108ddb5375556%7C5d26beb9d7304343a251d170ca86377c%7C0%7C0%7C638865971458211527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oelE0fc6gGUB36v9dMJ%2FHLJc4iYhXQLd1HWghWmNxok%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncirs.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-gjitkid-exhtkrjr-w%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc5c66ae358ad49d9d3b108ddb5375556%7C5d26beb9d7304343a251d170ca86377c%7C0%7C0%7C638865971458211527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oelE0fc6gGUB36v9dMJ%2FHLJc4iYhXQLd1HWghWmNxok%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fncirs.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-gjitkid-exhtkrjr-yd%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc5c66ae358ad49d9d3b108ddb5375556%7C5d26beb9d7304343a251d170ca86377c%7C0%7C0%7C638865971458226164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5efH201bMGpnXZjm3GKcg6gCiD3NFXcobRlCy4fayDs%3D&reserved=0

These results highlight the importance of expanding efforts and strategies to increase
immunisation providers’ awareness and use of vaccine safety systems and the data they
produce, and in particular the AusVaxSafety system.

Vaccine safety surveillance information and data specific to WA can be accessed on the WA
Department of Health website.

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person
with disability.
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https://www.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Adverse-event-following-immunisation-AEFI
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